Newsletter:Term 4, Week 5, 2020
Learning About Our Different Cultures

2021 Term Dates

Our Topic this term, ‘Nga mātāwaka’, is all about
the different ethnicities and cultures at Kimi Ora
School. The topic is centered around the Social
Sciences Curriculum and students are focussed on
gaining knowledge and understanding around
belonging to different groups and their roles and
responsibilities within society. They are gaining an
understanding of how the cultures of people in
Aotearoa are expressed in their daily lives.

In the last newsletter we incorrectly noted that
term 2 ended on 9th of June – it is in fact the 9th of
July!
Please see below for the 2021 Term Dates:
Term 1: Thursday the 4th of February until Friday
the 16th of April
Term 2: Monday the 3rd of May until Friday the
9th of July
Term 3: Monday the 26th of July until Friday the
1st of October
Term 4: Monday the 18th of October until Tuesday
the 14th of December

There has been a lot of learning and celebrating of
the many different cultures at Kimi Ora over the last
few weeks. Of our 76 students, we have 20
different ethnicities, and of our 110 staff members
we have many more! (This newsletter does not
have enough space)!

Public holidays:

At Kimi Ora we celebrate and acknowledge all
ethnicities, cultures and beliefs and enjoy learning
more about our students and their whānua at IEP
meetings and in day to day discussions. If you ever
want to share part of your child’s culture with the
school team then please do. It is a fantastatic way
for our students to learn, share and make
connections with each other.
Vaibhav learning
about his class
members by playing
with mini models of
them

Waitangi Day – Observed on Monday the 8th of
February.
Good Friday – Friday 2nd April
Easter Monday and Tuesday – Monday 5th and
Tuesday the 6th April
ANZAC Day – Saturday 25th April (in school
holidays)
Queen’s Birthday – Monday 7th June
Labour Day – Monday 25th October

A couple of reminders:
-

-

Taana, Atlas and Guen
make ‘Great British’
pancakes

Ava letting us all
know she is Irish and
proud!

Please remember to send a hat in your child’s school
bag each day (if they are happy to wear one.) We know
the weather has not been amazing but hopefully it will
be better soon! If you prefer your child to have their
own sunblock put on before going outside pop some in
their bag and let the teacher know via the
communication book.
Illness: Please continue to be vigilant and keep your
child home if they are sick. If a child has had
vomitting/diarrhoea they must stay home for 48 hours
after their last loose motion/vomit. There are still
coughs and colds around and we ask you to please keep
your child home if they have any symptoms such as
sneezing, coughing, a temperature or a runny nose.
Thank you.
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Getting to know our students!
Hi I am Jacob. I am 12 years
old and in Pohutukawa class
at our Evans Bay Satellite. I
use hand over hand signs
and tactile cues to
communicate.
I enjoy sensory art/messy
play and cooking.
I like exploring the school
and playground in my
wheelchair.
Hi I am Malaya! I am in
Piwakawaka class at Base
School. I am nearly 12
years old. I love school
and want to join in
everything! I like sharing
my news and writing
stories best of all. I use my
PODD to communicate. I
like getting out and about,
especially if it is shopping!
I love Hary Potter and
would like to have a toad
as a pet and be a
Slytherin. I love all things
about animals, especially
reptiles!
Hi there, my name is
Jacinta and I have just
turned 21 years old! I am
about to leave our
Manaaki Satellite School
and Kimi Ora.
I am an Aunty to my niece
McKenzie. I use a TOBI eye
gaze system to
communicate. I love
Westlife and other boy
bands. I have two sisters.

(Above) Bryn and
Reuben practising
rakau.
(Left) Jesse pointing
out his classroom’s
ethnicities artwork.

Getting to know our staff!

Kia ora koutou, I’m Laura and
I am the class teacher in Ruru
at our Pomare satellite. I
joined Kimi Ora in April 2019
as part of the Speech and
Language therapy team,
before starting teaching in
Ruru for the 2020 year.
I am from Ireland, and moved
to New Zealand in August
2018. I have been teaching
for nine years, with seven of
these being in Special
Education.
Special education has always
been my passion, and I can’t
believe how lucky I am to
have found somewhere like
Kimi Ora! I love every day
that I get to spend with all of
the funny, friendly, busy and
magical Kimi students, and
the passionate, dedicated
staff! Every day is different,
and my favourite thing is
watching our students
achieve so many things!
In my spare time, I love to
walk along the harbour, hang
out with my friends, board
game nights, reading and I
also love a good road trip to
explore this gorgeous
country!

こんにちは Kon'nichiwa, my
name is Nami Arita and I am a
teacher aide working with the
team in Kowhai class at Evans
Bay. I love seeing our
students ‘spark’, learning and
growing every day. I really
love living in New Zealand
with my two sons and
husband.

JJ chanelling the Irish!

Ibrahim in his traditional
Somali dress.
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Congratulations to our ‘student of the week’
winners so far this term!
‘Ko te ahurei o te tamaiti ārahia o tātou mahi
Let the uniqueness of the child guide our work’

Frankie for brilliant
engagement, focus and
participation in all areas
of school life. For building
positive relationships
with his classmates.

Anna for great
participation in music,
playing the piano and
exploring different drums.

Bryn for attending and
joining in sessions and
following instructions.

Johnny for engagement and
wearing his glasses regularly
for short periods each day.
Adam for playing board
games independently
with a friend.

Lucan for perseverance
and determination in
lerning to ride the bike
independently.

Lily for confidently
performing her waiata in
front of a big crowd!

Jayden for fantastic ICT
skills and beating staff at
a game of Spider
Solitaire!

Guen for amazing work at
RDA, sitting up on the
saddle and working with
new people.

Bella for consistently
signing ‘more’ and ‘I
want’ when prompted.

Mily for making so much
progress when using a
switch to control appliances
and communicate
throughout the day.

Ilan for independently
using the sign ‘more’ to
communicate his wants
and needs throughout the
day.
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